
Springside Primary School Newsletter Monday 13th
March 2023

DATES TO REMEMBER
Wednesday 15th - 27th March: NAPLAN (including Catch Up for Years 3 & 5 Students)

Wednesday 15th March: Family photo day

Tuesday 21st March: Harmony Day -wear orange and bring a gold coin donation

Thursday 6th April: Last day of school for Term One
-End of Term assembly and captains’ presentation 9am
- School finishes at 2pm

2023 School Year Important Dates

Email: springside.ps@education.vic.gov.au

mailto:springside.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Website: https://springside.vic.edu.au/

Compass Link: https://springsidecollege-vic.compass.education/

Welcome to Springside Primary School: https://springside.vic.edu.au/welcome-to-springside/

Principal Team - Gab Zorko, Caroline Slopak and Jen Murasawa

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Celebration!

As we head towards the end of Term 1, we are thrilled to see tremendous growth coming from our Springside students in the
reading space. Showing what a difference learning structured routines and engagement norms at school can make, our students
have benefitted from the consistency of evidence-informed reading instruction that has taken place for the last year across the
school.

As aligned with our Strategic Plan, our school-wide focus last year was focused on embedding evidence-based reading and
spelling programs across our school curriculum. With all our teaching staff engaged in professional learning and coaching to
adjust their practice earlier last year, we are thrilled to share noticeable shifts in our school achievement data. It is important to
note this work began in Prep in 2020, and just look at where our school performance is sitting: ‘INFLUENCE’.

Below is some of our data from last year that reaffirms our relentless focus on this work.  In 2023, all students in grades 3-6
received evidence-informed instruction at a whole-class level through Spelling Mastery lessons.  However, check out the growth
when students also received targeted group work and/or Learning Intervention (TLI)!  As a result, our school has invested in two
additional full time tutors to run Masterclasses (Learning Enhancement) in 2023.

https://springside.vic.edu.au/
https://springsidecollege-vic.compass.education/
https://springside.vic.edu.au/welcome-to-springside/


Caroline Slopak- Wellbeing, Inclusion and Attendance

ATTENDANCE
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education.

Students learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.

Same day notification of absence.
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify their school as soon as possible on the day of
absence using one of the following methods:



1. Compass: log the absence directly using the Compass app.

2. Telephone 9449-6400: the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, class, date of absences and
reason.

3. Email: the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, date of absences and reason.

Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure the
safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.

Why do I need to notify the school if my child is absent?
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent, and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.
Since the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as
soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular
day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
This system also promotes daily school attendance.

What is your responsibility?
You are legally required to ensure your child attends school every day or you must provide an explanation
for their absence. You should let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in
the morning if your child won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification
requirement, it’s essential that you provide the school with your most up-to-date contact details.

What is the school’s responsibility?
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the same
day. Schools will let you know either by your school’s online communications app, SMS, phone call or email. If you
can’t be reached because the school does not have your correct contact details (i.e. changed phone number,
SMS/email failure notification received etc.), the school will attempt to make contact with any emergency contact/s
nominated on your child’s file held by the school. Where possible, this contact will be made on the same day of the
unexplained absence.

Where can I learn more about the process for managing student absences?
Ask your school for a copy of the Attendance Policy which outlines the school’s processes and procedures for
monitoring, recording and following-up of student absences.

 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
What is Respectful Relationships? 
Respectful Relationships is about tackling family violence through education.  
 

Rosie Batty, CEO of the Luke Batty Foundation “the school community is an essential part of social reform by modelling a
culture of respect through the whole school, not just by teaching respect in the classroom”. 

 
In 2017, Respectful Relationships education began to be taught as part of the Victorian curriculum. The Victorian
Government is supporting schools to model respectful relationships across the whole school community as part of its
commitment to respectful relationships education. The Government is providing Victorian schools with a range of
extra supports and resources, including new Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials. In the
classroom, children will learn problem-solving skills, to develop empathy, support their own wellbeing and build
healthy relationships with others. The initiative will also provide resources to best support children and staff who are
affected by family violence. 
 
When children build positive relationships with their teachers and peers, they feel safer and happier at school, are
more resilient and have positive social attitudes. Positive relationships also increase a child’s sense of social
connectedness and belonging which can result in better health and academic outcomes.  
Further information about Respectful Relationships is available on the Department of Education and Training
website: www.education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships


At Springside, we pride ourselves on teaching these age-appropriate and evidence-based lessons, designed to enable
teachers to develop students’ social and emotional capabilities to promote positive, healthy and respectful
relationships.

Class contributions as written by our fabulous Class Captains

1B

In Grade One, we have been collecting data and graphing our responses. We have had lots of fun topics to collect
data on such as our favourite ice-cream flavour, favourite fruit and how many of each eye colour we have in our
classroom. Students would tally and graph responses before interpreting the data they collected by answering
questions about it. Here is some data and graphing work from 1C:



3B
By Claire Haris 3B
The year three students have been getting new apps on their iPads so we can learn the little things quickly
like typing and Hit the Button (maths app). We have also been practising for NAPLAN, so we know what
it’s like when we're actually doing it (NAPLAN will be on the 15th, 16th, 17th and 20th of March). Everyone is
starting to know each other a lot better and we are making new friends in our grades. We are also starting to
know more teachers and their names too. In maths the Grade threes are learning about place value and odd
and even numbers. Another thing we have been learning about is graphs and we have also tried to create
some graphs.

5B By Alahna
In 5B we have been working on subjects and predicates. We are learning complete sentences and how they
make sense. There are five things every sentence needs: a subject, a predicate, a punctuation mark, a capital
letter and they make sense. If a sentence doesn’t make sense, then it can’t classify as a sentence. A subject is
who or what a character of the sentence is. A predicate is a word that means what the subject does or is.
 
There are different punctuation marks that could be used as an ending point for a sentence. There are
question marks for questions, exclamation marks for exclamation sentences or commands, and full stops for
statements or commands.  A comma may be included as a punctuation mark for compound sentences. This is
what we’ve been learning about in 5B thank you for your time.

Here are some photos of our time doing Food Tech. We made French Toast.

6B by Thalia Barrientos

In 6B for our literacy unit we have been reading our classroom novel named Wonder About a boy named August who
faces the difficulties about dealing with middle school and having a disability which constantly causes students to
make him feel uncomfortable and upset.

6B loves reading! We are reading this novel called Wonder and enjoy making connections with the book so we can
learn more about each other and become a more united class. In writing we have been focusing on how to make
sentences sound more exciting and entertaining by using the show not tell method.

We have also been focusing on learning about dependent clauses and independent clauses. Mr Spud has helped us
identify when we need to add more words onto our sentences to make them sound stronger and make them sound
understandable.

In our Maths unit we have been learning about place value and identifying the correct way to pronounce large
numbers. Students enjoy this unit as we are a class who loves improvising in whatever way we can.

In 6B we continue to RORE!



District Swimming on Monday 27th of February
On Monday 27th of Feb, 13 Springsiders attended District Swimming at Melton Waves. These students showed our
school values and participated in all events with a smile on their faces.
Well done Claudia B, Natalia B, Ryan B, Ebony C, Ethan D, Grace L, Leah L, George M, Sailor M, Stella V, Alex V,
Sebastian V and Charlotte W for making it into the District level event.
Also Congratulations Stella V and Alexander V who have made it through to the next round of events.
Thank You to Mr Cunningham for running a great event at Melton Waves.

NAPLAN Dates – Year 3 & 5
In 2023, NAPLAN will be held during Term 1 from Wednesday 15 March to Monday 27 March. The full 2023 test
timetable and sequence can be viewed on the ACARA website.  We ask that you plan appointments around these
dates to avoid your child missing a test given the short window for catch-up testing.  If you have any concerns about
your child participating, please let their teacher know in the first instance.  More details to follow on Compass.



Uniform policy
As communicated at the end of 2022, in 2023, we have been tightening up our uniform expectations. Navy blue is
required for all school shorts, pants, jackets and items that are not labelled with our school label.  The t-shirt, rugby
polo and jumper/pullover must have the school logo. Our updated uniform policy is on our school website. As we
implement school wide use of the science lab, as well as students using the kitchen, garden and other such spaces
within the school, we will be strictly enforcing correct school shoes.
Please see the image below of shoes that will be acceptable.

Reminder: Parking Regulations in Becca Way
Just a reminder that there are new parking restrictions in Becca Way. The
road can be quite congested at drop off and pick up time. The signage will
provide the opportunity for a safer and better flow of traffic.






